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Cataloging in Publication Data (Courtesy of Barnard Library, with some help
from Jennifer Palmisano. Mistakes courtesy of the editors.)

245| 0| 0[$aDo it yourseif in your library.

260 SaNew York, NY : ShThe authors: $¢2009.

300, $a37 p.:Shill. ; $c22 ¢cm

500| 0] |SaA DIY zine

500| 0| {$aA fanzine

500 SaTitle from cover.

500 SaCover art by Torie Quifionez.

505| 0| O}StA Love Letter to My First Zine Library / SrAlycia Sellie -- StHow
to Get Them to Let You Do It in Your Library / SrJenna Freedman -
- $tDigitizing Zines /SrKelly Wooten -- StLes 20 Ans de la
Fanzinothéque / SrMarie Bourgoin -- StWhen Bad Things Happen
to Good Zine Librarians / SrName Withheld --$tZine Librarians
Manifesto / $rKelsey Smith -- $tZines Free Teens: Zine Outreach
to Incarcerated Teens / Srlaural Winter -- StAdventures in Zine
Subject Cataloguing / SrAmanda Stevens -- $tThe Bicycle
Powered Bookmobile of Missoula, MT / $rDebby Florence -- $tA
Zine Archives Story / Srleremy Brett -- $tRun Down of
“Intellectual Zine Presentation" / $rlohn Stevens -- StDefining
Zines Bibliography / SrJohn Stevens -- St "How | Spent My
Summer Break" The Story of ZAPP's Reopening /SrOwen
Curtsinger and Nora Mukaihata

520 SaA collection of zine librarians from Australia, Canada, France
and the US have contributed a variety of personal accounts,
advice and how-to’s to the third edition of the Zine Librarian
Zine, a DIY guide to zine libraries. Libraries documented include
public, academic, archives, community centers, and even one
that is bicycle-mounted.

650] | OfsaLibraries $xSpecial collections SvHandbooks, manuals etc.

650| | O[SaZines.

655| | 0jSaZines.

700] 1] |$aMurphy, Rachel Emma.

700! 1| |SaFreedman, Jenna.

700| 1| |[$aSellie, Alycia.

830( | O|$azine librarian zine $Snno. 3 Scedited by Rachel Emma Murphy,
Jenna Freedman, and Alycia Sellie

856 Suhttp://zinelibraries.info/2009/03/03/zine-librarian-zine-3

The {public domain} accompanying and background images associated with
individual essays were most often selected by the editors, not the authors, so
aesthetic hate letters should be directed appropriately.

Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0
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g the number 3.
Additionai considerations provided by: Jenna Freedman, at
Barnard College Library, Alycia Sellie at Pratt Institute Libraries,
Rachel Murphy (me) who is interning at Barnard, with Jenna.

I must give mad, mad props to both of these ladies, along with
all the contributors, for bravely going where few would dare;

B That is, for recognizing and defending the cultural value of zines

| and alternative/DIY paper publications so much that they've

| taken on decades of cataloging tradition, their own bosses, even

| the laws of physics. Those of us who are as yet uninitiated into

the world of professional librarianship, and those of us who think

. zines are one of the rad-est ideas ever, are thrilled that zine
librarians exist. g———— : B

send love mail, hate: mail, and anything else you want to share
0: 2(7ine 3@9Weil.com] ;
Due to th husiasm of submissions, we ran out of room for a

i i i just enough room to
full-on list of zines and infoshops. We have jus
point you in the direction of some ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

(Please see dlso the Bibliography, created by John Stevens,
which appears on page [35]) y

Zine World’s list of Infosho ' -
ps and Zine Libari i

found at hFtpi//www.undergroundpress.org/zeif,’etl\”—]K:h can be §

resources/infoshops-zine-libraries/ INFO/REF §

STACKS
37

A

Barnard College library’s list of zine links:

http://www.barnard.edu/library/zines/links.htm ‘
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February 23, 2009

Dear Wisconsin Historical Society éWspaﬁefs and Periodicals Collection,

Though we have been apart too long, there has yet to be a moment when I was
faced with another library collection that I neglected to think back to you. Having
met so many other libraries and so many other collections, I can see now that my
young heart appreciated you, but not as much as I can now, as a weathered
library administrator...

I often think back to how your holdings affected so many things, such as the last
presidential election (when the WHS the only library to hold The Ron Paul ’
Survival Report)... I didn't realize at the time how important the crazy newsletter
might be as I checked off each month's issue on the antiquated check-in card w

system.

issues of Bitch, Nude & Natural, Free Beer! or Just Buttons on the small
postcards we sent out by the dozens. [

I long for the tap-tap-tap of my fingers on the typewriter keys, requesting back [

Little did I realize how unusual you were; how inclusive. How great you made
every zinester within the state's limits feel when you requested their work
through the mail. I'd heard stories that you had brought many a zinester to your
door, from Dishwasher Pete to Aaron Cometbus.

1 listened when James Danky, former Newspapers and Periodicals Librarian and
curator of the collections, told a class of Malcolm Shabazz high schoolers from
Denise Aulik's zine writing class that the goal of the Wisconsin Historical Society
was to collect the experiences of everyone who lived within the state's borders. I
listened and I wondered how there could ever be another way to collect. I
wondered why a library would subscribe to publications like The Magazine
Antiques and not see the very 1mportant historical legacy of contemporary life in
the publications left on the counter in coffee shops or self-published on
photocopiers. Why any library would be interested in old diaries and not also
want to archive perzines by riot grrls.

Oh Newspapers and Periodicals. I was so very lucky to share with you an !
encompassing view of what materials will be important to historians and
researchers. I was spoiled that together we were allowed to collect everything
published in our state's borders (and beyond these geographic guidelines,
anything that would be "unique in OCLC"). I was priviledged that we had
catalogers that were smart, helpful, and brave enough to want to tackle these
strange items; from mlhtary newspapers to unintelligible tracts mlmeographed g
by the relatlves of famous celebrities (Hutton Gibson's The War is Now! was

always good for a laugh and a shiver), W
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You are such an irresistible rebel. You taught me what was worth collecting, how
to strive to make obtaining "alternative” materials mainstream, instead of just
collecting the mainstream. You reminded me of the world outside the library; one
in which many topics are not easily categorized. The chaos represented in your
collection made me more aware of the subtlety of the world around me and about
the complexities that are not always overt on the surface (such as when we
received the letter from members of the Ku Klux Klan letting us know that they
had a local enclave in our state that would be more than happy to send us any

' back issue of their publication The Crusader that we would like--very chilling).

- Even though we are now apart, your zines continue to be cataloged as periodicals.
. Most are kept with some of the other serials in a pamphlet collection, and the

more regular titles are with the rest of the closed stacks serial collection. All are in
the general collection, accessible to all members of the public (so go and visit and
read all the old issues of Dishwasher!). Through you, the WHS, my old roommate
now has a OCLC record for a zine made in his room one drunken night and
covered with fake blood at the Madison Zine Fest (since it has no recognizable
serial title, it's listed as "Miscellaneous publications" by David Parisi in Worldcat-
-look it up!).

Since this is a love letter, I'll leave out my worries about the future of the
collection. I'll leave out the story of growing up and moving away. I'll just leave
the nostalgic truths, My first zine library was a very special one. It was more than
a zine library. It taught me everything that I need to know as a librarian who
strives to represent the true reality of American life, even the unglamorous parts,

Through my work at the WHS, I also met many other librarians who had similar
goals. I felt familiar heart pangs when I read about other institutions that were
carving out similarly inclusive collections. Many of them are showcased in this
zine, and believe me, I have some major crushes on these collections. But no
other library can really quite amaze me quite like my first.

Best,
Alycia Sellie
Former Newspapers and Periodicals Assistant, Wisconsin Historical Society

Current Public Services Coordinator, Pratt Institute Libraries, Brooklyn

NYVYYVVYYYYVYY

i
%
%
%
§

: !
l

LRI}

LIS

£

Bartel “The § ¢ City Public Library Zine
Bartel, J. (2003). The Salt Lake City Public Libr
'  Public libraries, 42(4), 232-238. |

Bel, T. (26?04). Frbjmlfi fo zine : building a winn?ng o
zine collection in your-library. Chicago, IL: Amencan -; :
‘Library Association. ‘ :

m underground : zines:.

™ Duncombe, S. (1997). Notes fro New York: Verso. |

| gnd the politics of alternative cultyrg,

Berman, S. (2005). Zine cataloging ; a talk dclivered at
the 2nd annual Madison Zine Fest. In Barnard College. |
Retrieved August 14, 2008, from http:// &1
‘www.barnard.columbia.edu/library/zines/ g

4

i

I e e
, S. (1981). The local library and

Small press review, 13(6), 37-38.
N SSTOVIEN, 1oL

‘ran, . (2008 Introduction : cataloging reform, LC,
and me. In K. R. Roberto (Ed.), Radical cataloging :
essays at the front (pp. 5-11). J efferson, NC: McFarland

Chepesiuk, R. (1997) arics
the latest trend in publishing. Amerfican'librarzes,




Jronically, somehmes the first step to D-mg HYL is gettmg permission from someone--
alibrary dlreotor, dean, principal, or a collective: Instead of dazzllng them with bullshit,

erhaps wowmg them with a well-thought out, thorough plan is the way to convince
-themthat.a zine colleotion is just what's béen mlssmg in your hbrary, mfoshop, or
achwst/comm

H uemshv

i The foI wlng is'an adapted and annotated outhne of the pnch I gave my boss (the :
Dean of Informahon Serwces at Bamard College) when | wanted to start' the collection -
{ b d.eduflibre :

qoxdur

i

| = RS ' :

j The response to the talk was qmte posmve and pIenty of guestions

! % came afterwards (the extra time we'd allocated to question proved

& quite necessary, it seemed). Among the questions, there was the

usual ‘when is a zine a zine?’ From there, we spoke about other

things such as why scanning zines can be a very precarious thing,

' & and how integral community involvement is to these publications.

;  There was a definite sense from the audience that this is indeed an
; area that people within the LIS field are still becoming aware of. And

g~ with that new awareness, in many instances, came a sense of active

mterest and mtrlgue WhICh was quite encouragmg

- Introduce the concept of zmes, |f thls is new to your audlence. Perhaps
provide some zines for them fo look at. R
A'sentence or two on why zines are lmportant in general..

A sentence or two on why zines are lmportant to your institution. (e. g They

_reflect your constituency, there is no other zine hbrary in the area, your hbrary

; has no dtstmgmshmg collechon or serwce, efc)

g

: Selechon and acquisitions ou wantto collect.

Identlfy what kind of zines yo

' + Perhaps fie your ¢ i
* | really think that having a niche ma NN

those administrators you 're trying to convince,

" collection, and potential donors ‘ sonal mlsslon
o Ic focus, butits my per |
Vost olechons o W geoglr?;):eo to your collection's mission .

' to add an additiona o
: ﬁact:rr‘:e?\izggglleohon developme)nt g:gg‘)le l:!aer: tah :p:gc;a:)tg tlhn| rt;arésr, azf|tnand
teens, zines by ;
?oeomknwazg;nz?nezenemsfsyic zines, compilation zines, zines by mixed race authors,

nes, efc. 7 %
?gel:rt:gfa; :g‘ueriezrofz |zmes--whether you'll buy from distros, bookstores, ,and/or

’ ess M
' ﬁr;%\jegeilde torely pnmarhy on dlstros please don't rely on just one gnles:

in the collection area you've -
its relatively small and focal or speciahzzlgz I e e e el space oy

ole point of having a
Z?J:?;Zdv;l;:swgo if gveryone orders from the same large distros

: collectlons wxll a\l start1o. Iook alike. _,

on
ion fo your mshtuhons missi
o onnich $ you more attrac

-ysers of your: -

: The two worlds of zines and libraries seems to be convergmg more
and more these days. Many of my ziney friends are either already

. involved with libraries/archives in one form or another, or are

. heading in some sort of librarious direction. Even if you don’t agree

. with the way that zines are being incorporated into libraries, or if you
think they should never be archived at all, the growing presence of
zinesters already aware of library concerns means that those issues
will not be dealt with lightly. So long as diligence and assertiveness
is exerted by those who are aware of zines and their importance to
contemporary counter-culture continue to work with - and in some
cases around - zine collections, the zinebrarian niche can only grow
for the better. :
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